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to Nature’s Nursery
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| cover and shallow water makcs

Wetlands are nature's nurserics
for young birds, mammals, fish,
frogs, turtles, snakes, crayfish

and aquatic insects, Thick plant

them a good place to hide and
the rich food supply gets babics
off 1o a good start.
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EAT OR BE EATEN at the Wetlands Cafe
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Painted turtles and
pond sliders prefer quiet

" shallow waters with muddy

bottoms and lots of plants
and animals to eat.

Groups commonly

gather on old floating logs
or rocks to bask in the sun.
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THE

DIRT

STOPS

HERE

Wetand plants slow

ong' . lo. § t
suspended in the water to
scttle out among the plant

stems. Organisms living on

the stems and roots of the
plants absorb and break
down pollutants.
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IT’S SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST

rl‘ recs such as the

SrriNG

Sycamore, Dlack
Willow, Water and
Overcup Oaks,
River Birch and
Hackberry have
adapicd fo the

rising and Nalling
water levels in

the swamp.
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They survive
by remaining
dormant dwring
Noods in carly
spring and

) .  prowing when
\'i A e soits dry outin

l ‘r o j ‘n\ late spring n'nd
8 'l"v 2 ' B summer.
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~ Songbirds brighten
the dark swamp forest . .
with their beautiful | (weel-sweet-sweer.g,,

songs, especially the " e et e
golden Prothonotary | g

loving bird sings out
“sweet, sweel, sweel.”
Daily concert times:
6-9 am and 4-7 pm.
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Migratory birds and
waterfow| routinely
stop at wetland sites
on route (o their
summer and winter
homes. Here they
refuel on a rich supply
ol insccls and berries
helore continuing
their journeys.
Many also nest and
winter in wetlands.
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| Muskrats arc seldom seen far

. [rom water. Digging their burrows

or “rathouscs”” into the creckbank, —— vt AN LY K .-
they routincly swim nosc up into | ==""T%eAd i RRE{ T i
ihe marshy edges of the swamp | : gt 5 i o2 P s

| and feed on clams, crayfish

and cattail roots.
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~ HELP SAVE
OUR WETLANDS
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of sam, S, winter, iomd plans
ceetes this vich il wnigpee

10 the simghe it puating
inllnence oo wetlanls

Over IS million scres of wetliomdy
have been deained foc agicotio,
tioby production, musgite cotol,

“ ol b chevebopoaneo.

= . == * the resmaining wethands
ﬁab“ﬁ"_!,ﬁ—fjn > Bru, : ' by supporting wetlusd
LY, .,,“ ;ha ,1 || S i, Wi ) conscrvation effints and by baying
‘ | ek seamps o0 yoner focal post uitice.
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You can help save
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